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Cultural material . A de 1 ~ ~~ l\?~ <off 
. · ve opment of stone tools was an important phenomenon of this 

penod. The stone tools 
were made from the flakes of flint and finished by chipping 

along the edges of one f 
. ace only • The tool types include points and scarpers of various 

designs, and similar other artifacts . 

'{',.J- Physical character The 1 . . 
~,.. . · _ 0 ~ Jaw is large and massive. There is no simian shelf. The 

~~ I remus is very wide and the sigmoid notch is very shallow. The chin is absent. The 
.rJ dental arch is 'U' sh d Th . . . . . . ~ ape · ere 1s no diastema. Though the dentition shows certain 

lfl \l--'l'-<\ ,, primitive features , it is definitely human. 
r;P _A. W-~' ~ Th h ~ r/1- C~~ e s ort, strong and stout bones of the skeleton suggest powerful muscular 

~~j~jdevelopment. T~e vertebral column is short and massive. The ribs are strong. The 

~ c_,V clavicles are long, slender and larger than modern man. The forearm is very short in 

. \b~:P relation to the upper arm . The hand is human in character. ~• 

J strong and bowed forward as in the apes with a weakly developed linea aspera. 

Phylogenetic position: The Neanderthal m~n repr:ents a new type in the human 

family and he is considered as a separate species within the genus Home. Prof. 

Weidenreich and some other anthropologists are of opinion that Neanderthal men are .......____ ____ _,,.. 

the direct6 ancestors of modern man. The modern man evolved from the Neanderthal 

through a transitional stage of progressive types. But this theory has received severe 

criticism from different corners. According to Noule no modern human type can be 

called as a direct descendant of the Neanderthaloids. (These physical characters are 

suitable for La Chapelle-aux Saints Neanderthal man also) 

Fate of the Neanderthal (end of Neanderthal): Once the Neanderthals were numerous 

and prominent over Europe. But gradually they became extinct. Some scholars suggest 

extermination by more progressive newcomers - the Cro-Magnons, through conflict or 

deadly war. Others propose that the Neanderthals were extinguished as a result of 

natural inconveniences like severe climatic condition, food crisis and catastrophic 

diseases. Third opinion emphasized more on the total absorption by the newcomers. 

Perhaps more than one factor was responsible for the extinction of the Neanderthal. 

Q. Division of Neanderthal man. 

Ans: Hooton has divided the Neanderthal man into two divisions - Conservative 

Neanderthal and Progressive Neanderthals. The conservative division shows the 

classical Neanderthaloid features whereas the pr;gressive division has acquired a few 

more special characteristic features. -------
• 
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